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On Impact Journalism Day today,

40 newspapers across the world are sharing
stories on how individuals have come up
with creative ideas, innovations amnd
initiatives to solve local and global issues.
Find out how they did it, and be inspired.
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Enter the Braille-enabled tablet

Bulgarian trio’s tactile touchscreen
will let blind people read and type

By KARIN TZSCHENTKE
DER STANDARD (AUSTRIA)

IT WAS in the final year of her

master's studies st the University

of Technology in Sofia that Ms

Kristina Tsvetanova was agked by

am]]mgueithewauldbeablatn
him up for an online course.

At Ersh she was surprised by

the request. After all, most stn-
dents today are able to use a com-
puter and the Internet. Then she
realised that the young man sit-
‘Hng next to her was biind.

“For the first time, I under-
stood how intensively we come to
communicate and work with tech-
nologies to which certain groups
of people like those who are blind

A new path out
of dire poverty

By HELENE ARNET
TAGES-ANZEIGER (SWITZERLAND)

MR DANIEL Elber was never a typ-
ical banker, Although responsible
for over 1,200 employees at a ma-
jor bank m Zurich, he :apented.ly
took time out ~ to trek in tha An-
des, explore Borneo and cross Ti-
bet. But it still came as a surprise
to his friends when the
50-year-old decided to start a
new life in Bali 10 years ago.

The decislon was motivated by
4 woman. Mr Elber noticed Ms Ke-
tut and her danghter Komang
when he was jogging across the
mountains from Muntigunung in
northern Bali to Lake Batur. He
had seen her and other women beg-
Fing in the streets of Ubud several
days carlier, Now, they were trudg-
ing home again with thelr meagre
collection and a bag of rice.

Mr Elber could not stop think-
ing abaut the encoumter. He kept
wondering why women have to
beg although they live in a para-
dise on earth surrounded by such
Inxuriant vegetation and a flom-
uhlng tourist industry. It just did

not make sense.

Mr Elber did some regearch and
found out that the women come
from the 36 hamlets that consti=

tiute Muntigumung and that there
‘wag 1o means of making a liveli-
hood in this arld region. He kept
wondering what these women
could do instead.

That brought another woman
inte play: Ms Karin Vogt. Special-
ising in marketing, she had just or=
ganised the Evropean lavnch of a
major United States coffee chain
and was vmung M.r E]be:' in Bali,

ange

Instead of travelling fmm their
villages to the tourist centres, the
women would guide people from
the tourist centres to thelr villag-
es. That was the beginning of
Muntgumng
Since then, 50 women from
Muntigunung have become
part-time guides, They accompa-
ny tonriste on day tonrs to their
villages. The tours cost about 80
Swigs francs ($$108), some of
which go directly to the former
‘peasant women and their villages.

“At first they hardly dared look
the tourists in the eye,” says Ms
Vogt. That has changed over
‘time: In broken English, they now
proudly tell tourists sbout their
village:

8.
Mr Elber and his team also
started looking for projects that ra-

have only Hmited access,” said
the 25-year-old business engi-

neer.

To be sure, there are technolog=
ical tools such as screen Teading
and enlargement programs that
translate electronic information in-
to audible content. But these tocls
are expensive and awkward to
use. Untfl now, blind people have
had only limited access to porta-

ble tablets.

The encounter prompted Ms
Tsvetanova to embark on what
has proved to be @ challenging

Farmars maklng thelr way back to Hhelr

haniar Daniel wnnmmmuuhpnmumummmmv

1y on local tesources, such as tea
from Hibiscus blossoms, roasted
cashew nuts, woven baskets and,
most recently, hammocks. He se-
cured the cooperation of the Bali
Hotel Association, which unites
Bali's top hotels, to buy the prod-
ucts and offer them to their
guests. The result: 220 jobs.

As Ms Vogt puts it: “Tour
guests becoma part of our project

project ~ to develop a tablet for
blind peeple and those with Hmit-
ed vision. The result: the first pro-
totype of the "Blitab” to be pre=
sented at the end of the year.

To protect the tablet from be-
ing copled, Ma Tsvetanova reveals
few technical details about the de-
vice that she will build with her
boyfriend Slavi Slavev and his
younger brother Stanislav, both
experts in software and 3-D de-

sign.
But this much she will tell:
With a newly developed screen

technology, smooth surfaces can
‘e perceived in a tactile manner.
Small cylinders emerge on the
screen, Hke buttons or kittle bob=
bles, that can be 1ead in Braille.
The deviee inclndes a Braille con-
version software.

Text can be entered in Braille
through an integrated Per-
kine-style keyboard.

Early this year, Ms Tsvetanova
and the Slavev brothers moved
from their homes in Bulgaria to
the Austrian capital of Vienma
with nothing but a couple of suit-

In Ball Scanes of povarly ansd a flou

ummgh firgt-hand experience of
the conditions under which peo-
ple live in this region.”

The trekking has also become
the best advertiging for the Munti-
gunung development project. Ms
Vogt iz convinced the Muntigu-
nung model can be applied in ofh-
er regions as well. “It is possible
to build bridges of this kind wher-
ever paople liva in great poverty

¥
ot

neat affluent tourist centres.”

In the meantime, the firm run-
ning the trekking operstions has
‘handed it over to the local people.

Today, Ms Ketut still takes
tourists to her village where amall
baskets are woven from lontar
‘palm leaves, She takes pride in be-
ing able to work for her livelihood
and in setting & good example for
‘her danghter, who is in school.

Rolling a ‘cafe’ all over town for charity

THE temperature has risen above
30 deg C and the sun is shining
from a clear blue sky, making
Oslo's asphalt jungle an exhaust-
ing hot spot.

In the centre of town, in a
neighbourhood called Gronland,
two young men pull a trolley. It is
Ioaded with cold lemonade, coffes

cafe is an

and melon. This rolli
idealistic proi itk

streets. One of our aims was to
add some hustle and bustle, in or-
der to make Oslo an even better
place to live,” says Mr Lats Petter
Berg, 26, one of the driving forces
‘behind the project.“The best we
can hope to achieve is to make

ﬂplepmefnrnwhilamdtﬂke
time for a small chat.”

The two men roll their cart all
over town, from the fashionable
neighbourhood of Frogner to the
working -class, mubti-cultural ar-
ea of Toyen.

Customers pay any price they
like for a cup of coffee or tea ora
glass of juice, and the profit goes
to charity. Gustomers vote for

‘which charitable purpose will re-
ceive support.
8aid one woman who stopped
inr a drink, Ms Farah Khodadadi:
canght our interest when
we heard that all profits go to
charitable purposes... So we are
more than happy to support
them.”

cases and their savings. Heve,
they said, were better circum-
stances for a start-up.

They first worked as consult=
ants for alarge company, and con-
tinued to work on their tablet
profecta in their free time.

Omne day, they spotted a young
man with a cane alighting from a
tram at a gtation, and approached
him. Fighteen-year-old Gerhard,
had just completed his high
school exams and agreed to test a
3-D model to see if the dot pat-
terns of the Braille writing were
“readuble”.

He is now one of the backers of
the Blitab project, slong with the
Austrian Relief Society for the
Blind and Persons with Impaired
Vision.

After submitting their project
in several competitions, they at-
tracted attention and garnered
government funding which al-
lowed them to quit thelr jobsand
devote their attention to perfect-
ing the device.

The potential of such a device
is promising. According to World
Health Organisation statistics
from 2013, there are 39.8 million
blind and 285.3 million vi-
sion-impaired persons world=~
wide, Of thess, 20 per cent have
mastered the dot-writing system
developed by Frenchman Louis
Braille in 1825.

The young entrepreneurs are
counting on completing a marketa~
ble prototype by the end of the
year. They will then seek inves-
tora 20 as to be able to begin pro-
duction.

The price of Blitah, according
to Ms Tevetanova, will be “about
€2,000 (5§3,260)", and the prod-
uct will be made available to or-
ganigations supporting those who
are blind and visnally impaired, as
well ag to libraries for testing pur-
poses.

Mg Tsvetanova ls aware that
the expectations are rising with
every award and report in the me-
dia.

“But that is even greater moti=
vation to also succeed,” she said.
Warin Trschenths s edior
of the Austrian dally paper Der Standard
In Vieana

Another customer, Madsen,
agreed: “This initiative is differ-
ent, in a positive way. I don't like
street vendors but this is great,
How wonderful that someone
bother to spend his tims helping
others. Most of us are disturbing-
ly obsessed with ourselves.”
AFTENPOSTEN (HORWAY)
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This firm
cheers when
its workers
move on
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In 2011, Id’ees Services set up

I 3t n ths Fronch sitl andservice
for Hhomzamds of peopla. PHOTO: LE HONDE
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co-foumder of Swissl

Bir Roberto Agosta,
limbs, which can be made en site In

Prosthetic
limbs made
fast and on
the cheap

IT TOOK an accidental meeting in
Switzerland of three brilliant
minds - a Jordanian orthopaedic
technivian, a scholar from Brazil,
and a Swiss - to give birth to a
start-up producing quality pros-
thetic legs at & low cost.

Called the SwissLeg, it is made
on site — in the patient’s home.

Simflar to plastering a broken
limb, the cast of the missing leg is
created and a robust artifieial limb
is made from a mix of polymers.
Once heated, this material be-

with one of the
three hoars. PHOTO:

comes flexible and can be ensi]y
moulded and, when cooled, it is
highly resistant to deformation.

“In general, after about three
hours, the patient iz able to
walk,” says Mt Roberto Agosta,
the co-founder and chief opera-
tions officer of SwissLeg.

To date, about 1,000 people
have received one or twe

wmug limbs, mainly in war
- Sytia, Notth and South
Sudan and Ethio]

According to Mr Agosta, there
are about 32 milllon amputees in.
the world. Of these, 80 per cent
live in developing countries and
only 5 per cent have access to ade-
quate prostheses.

Mr Paulo Gonealves, CEO of
SwissLeg, adds: “Walking is a fun-
damental right that no man, wom-
an or child shonld be forced to
give up-

CHIARADONNA/LA RECIONE
TICING (SWITZERLAND)

IlrI-anm Fores
Installs devicas

Disabled
mechanic
helps

others move

DESTINED to be confined to a
wheelchair after a car accident in
2002 left his lower limbs immobi-
Lis mechanic Raul Ar-
tura Flores decided to take a differ-
ent road,

He decided to conthe with
his trade, but offered a new ser-
vice to his customers: Modifying
cars for people who cannot walk.

In Ids o waorl in the
neighbourhood of Pueblo Nuevo
in Tegucigalpa, Mr Flores gives an
opporhunity of mobility to those

a hamess In the car, a column in the siearing wheel,
fumciion az “legs™. PHOTO: EL HERALDO

wha are unable to walk.

The modification work takes a
day. He places a harness in the
car, a column in the steering
wheel, then installs devices that
he manufactures which funetion
as the “legs”.

“The device can be used with
only one hand. It brakes and accel-
erates, and it does not give me
any pro'blems he says.

He has done about 30 modifica-
tons go far.

“People tell me that I have to
register the patent, but that s not
what I am interested in,” he says.
“What [ want s to help people.”

“Since I was in this wheelchair,
Thave had the strength, I am work-
ing. I will always need assistance
because my legs do not function,
but my heart and mind funetion
and every day I will continue to
move on, because life continues
and it iy beauti
SAMAI TORRES/EL HERALDO (Hondures)
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